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Recreational Fishing in the Everglades Canals

Overall Hypothesis:
Everglades canal anglers prefer native fish species and safe fish-mercury levels, and perceive a benefit from
management decisions that conserve native species and improve water quality.

» Florida is known as ‘The Fishing Capital of the World’ because of it's many saltwater and
freshwater recreational fisheries opportunities.

» In 2006, Florida attracted more out-of-state recreational anglers than any other state, over
885,000, and boasted the highest number of resident anglers, over 1.9 million (NWFE, 2006).
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economic output of the Everglades Region freshwater fishing was estimated to be $352.5 million
in 2007 (Fedler, 2009).
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*Anglers are aware of nonnative fish but very few travel to the canals to target them.

- Some anglers believe nonnative fish should be removed, but many have no opinion or think * One full year of surveys will provide a census of both wet and dry season fishing practices and

will be inclusive of both English and Spanish speaking anglers.

there is nothing that can be done about them. _ _ _ _ _ _
Despite previous awareness of mercury advisories, anglers prefer clean water and believe * Alarge sample size will allow analysis and comparison of demographic groups such as shoreline
there is not enough information available to the public about risks of consuming fish with and boat anglers, young and old, and by fishing experience, income, education and awareness
mercury. scores.

*Anglers seem to place higher value in protecting the fishery for future generations than * Finding stakeholder support for native biodiversity conservation through nonnative species

they do for themselves. . . . . .
. . management can be used by policy makers to make decisions on investment for fisheries.
5 of 8 participants (n=41) who ate fish from the area at least once per month were 5 " y POIELY v

unaware of mercury advisories. ° Stat.e and federal agencies will be presented my da.ta to inform them on stakeholder perception
of public outreach on the issue of mercury content in fish.
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